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Organization and Background

Educatlon in Czechoslovakia is subordinate to the Ministry of
Education., Private schools, e.g., lingulstic schools, the English
Institute, ete., have not been in existence since 194é. The name
of the Ministry has been changed several times sinoce 1945, From
1945 to 1948 1t was known as the Ministry of Education end
Enlightenment (MSO - Ministerstvo skolstvi a osvety); from 1948
untll 1952, as the Ministry of Education, Sclences, and Arts

(MSVU - Ministerstvo skolstvi ved a umeni); and, since 1852, as
the Minlstry of Education (MS - Ministerstve skolstvi). The
headquarters of the Ministry of Education is in Prague on
Karmelitake Street., Until about 1952, there was only one Ministe
of Education; however, in 1954, a Minilster of Universities and a -
Minlster of Secondary Education were appointed.

Education has expetrienced two major reforms since 1948, After
February 1948, the so-called "uniform" sohool was introduced;
this meant, in fact, abolition of differentiation between senior
elementary ‘school and lowey high achool, Pupils-abfending lower
high school at that time were transferred to the "uniform achool,
which they attended together with puplils of senior elementary ;
school., This reform involved the first four years of high school
and four years of senior elementary school, The four upper
classes, previously known as the fifth through eighth classes

,ikvinta - oktava), were renamed the first through fourth classes

prima - kvatta) and remalned in the high schools, whioch were
still referred to as "gymnasiums". As a result of this reform,
educatlon was divided into . four categories known as "grades":

8. First Grade: Five years of naticnal sohool, the previous
-elementary school (obecna skola),

b. Second Grace: Four years of middle "uniform" school,

¢. Third Grade: Four years of high school, pedagogical high
school, higher agricultural school, teohnical high school,

LONFIRENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100007-8



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100007-
‘ CONFIDENTIAL [::::::::]
-2 -

etec. All of these were so-called "selection" schools, i.e.,
those who had completed their studies at these schools might
gtudy at universities.

d. Fourth Grade: Universitles and technical universities.

3. A second reform was introduced in 1953, This reform set up
eight-year middle schools (osmiletky) and eleven-year mid@le
rehools (Jedenactiletky) . ) . . S
At the same time, studles at universities and technical
universlties were extended from the previous elight semesters to
10 or 11 semesters. Thils reform was put into effect in September
1953. Puplls who had finished the third year of high school in
June 1953 and had one more year of high school to complete were
compelled to attend a six-week course during their summer vacation,
They were glven the subjJect matter of the fourth year of high
school 1n condensed form. They completed this course in August
1953, were glven a final examination, and, in October of the same
year, began thelr studles at universities or technical universities.

4, 1In 1948, a law was passed making nine years of school attendance
compulsory, beginning with the age of six years. In larger dis-
tricts, where establishing kindergartens was feaslble, there was
compulsory kindergarten attendance beginning with the age of five
years, After 1953, when the eight-year middle schools were
established, compulsory school attendance was one Yyear less;
however, a pupil had to complete. all elght classes regardless of
the number of years he spent attending school,

5. There were only five years of the eight-year middle school in
villages. Puplls from these schools finished their studies at
an elght-year middle school in the nearest town., There were elght-
year middle schools in all towns and eleven-year middle schools in
-dlstrict towns. Universities and technioal universities were
located only in regional towns.

6. Eight-year middle sochool consisted of five years of national school
and three years of middle school (the previous "uniform” middle
school)., Teachers of the first grade taught in the five classes
of the national school and teachers of the second grade taught '
in the three olasses of middle school (see paragraph 2, a, and '
b, above)., After finlshing the eighth oclass of the elght-year
middle school, pupils were -given a final examination, salso known
as the "little maturity examination”, The eight-year middle
schools were oco-educational,

7. Eleven-year middle school consisted of the elght-year middle
school and three years of high sghool (gymnasium), Teachers
of the third grade (middle school professors) taught the last
three classes, When entering the ninth class of the eleven-year
middle school, ell pupils had to take an admission examination
which tested their knowledge of Czech, Russlan, and mathematics,
After finishing the eleventh class, pupils had to take & "maturity"
examination, This examination included Czech, mathematics, Russian
(compulsory), and one elective (blology, physiocs, chemistry,
geography, history, or desoriptive geometryy.

Teachers' Organizations

8. Members of the teaching staffs were divided into groups according
to their speclalities, =Each individual group was subordinate to
a reglonal group, e.g., group of teachers of Czech, group of
teachers of Russilan, group of teachers of modern philology, group
of teachers of mathematics and physios, eto.,, which called them
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together for professional meetings once a month. These meetings
usually involved attending lectures at various schools as visitors.
Attendance was compulsory. After the lecture there was discussion
and criticism of the teacher's method of instruction, Also, in
connection with a course called "Methodology" which was given to
advanced universlty students, similar visits to lectures given in
schools of the third %rade were arranﬁed. They were known as
"Lessons 1in Listening . '"Methodology" was introduced into uni-
versities after February 1948,

All teachers entering the teaching profession automatically became
member of the ROH (Revolutionary Trade Union Movement), if they
were not already members, The teachers' organization in ROH,

in splte of 1ts name, did not protect 1ts members with regard

to thelr working and wage demands, Every member of the ROH had

to pay membership fees which amounted to two per cent of his gross
earnings. These membership fees were collected each month. The
only advantages of membership in this organization were reduced
prices for recreational trips and reduced expenses of child birth
and child death., Meetings were held twlge monthly; they were
always very briaef and conclse, usually about 10 minutes in length.
One could choose to take advantage of either the summer or winter
recreation program. Older members had preference -- recreation was,
in fact, a reward for pedagogical merit., Applicants were approved
by the district committee of the school organization in ROH,

Teachers entering the teaohing_profassion‘alsq‘automatigally became
members of the Union of Czechoslovak-Soviet Friendship {SCSP -

Svaz ceskoslovensko-sovetaskeho pratelstvi}, Towns were divided

into sections, and members living in each section met in a restaurant
or cafe once a: month, There was also & School Group (Skolske
skupina) of SCSP, i.e,, SS-8CSP. Members of the SS~SCSP were puplls
who elected their own chairman, committee, and class trustees,

One trustee was a member of .the teaching staff who controlled the
work of the 88-SCSP ocommittee and aoted &s advisor, The alass
trustee, elected by pupils of individual classes, acted as a
connecting link between the committee and a class., In 1953, head-

- masters were required to assure 100% membershlp in the SS-SCSP.

The S8«SCSP committee usually met twice a month; a meeting of all
members wee ususlly held once & month; end, general meetings which
included all members, one or two representatives of the District
Seoretariet, headmaster of the sohool, and members of the teaching
staff were held twice each year,

The Czeghoslovak Youth Organization

The CSM (Ceskoslovensky svaz mladeze) was orgenized in schools and
factories for youth from 14 to 25 years of age, The school organie .
zations were called School Group (Skolska skupina) of the CSM, l.e.,
8S8-CSM. All pupils had to become members of the SS-CSM after
entering the ninth olass,. During the candidate walting period of
about two months, pupils of the ninth class went before a soreening .
commlttee of the CSM, These committees were oomposed of older
members of the CSM who made evaluations of the political conscious-
ness of newly accepted members. In November of each year, a formal
meeting of the SS-CSM was held at which new members were festively
accepted and given membership cards, They were given the cards by
the cheirman of the school group and they confirmed their loyalty

by shaking hands with a representative of the Distriot Committee

of the CSM, 1In addition to the mein school committee of SS-CSM,
class committees were elected which consisted of & chairman, a
secretary, & treasurer, and a cultural reporter.
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Usually only Communists were proposed for membership in the maln
school committee; however, occasionally non-Communists were elected
in order %o f111 all the positions. The main school committee,

with the assistance of members of the Dlstrict Commlttee, complled

a political screening examinatlion to be given to pupils when leaving
the school and made out their cadre (political) evaluations for the
beard of maturlty examiners. The cadre evaluatlons were sent to
cadre departments of universltles and technlical universitles after
the pupils had finlshed thelr maturity examlnations. In formulating
the cadre evaluatlions, the Communist members had an authoritative
volcey objectlons made by non-Communist members of the maln school
committee were not taken into conslderation. Cadre evaluations

of the SS-CSM made university study an impossibility for many non-
Communist students. The Communist members of the CSM aslso escted as

" a controlling organ for teachers whom they denounced for anti-

Communlst statements and remarks Just as they denounced their

fellow pupils for the same "offense". If denounced by the SS-CSM,
teachers had to answer to the KSC (Komunisticka strana Ceskoslovenska -
Czechoslovak Communist Party) and the XNV (Krajsky narodni vybor =
Reglonal National Committeeg.

Headmasters of schools divided puplls so that each class had one
rellable informant., He served as a control for both the teacher

and hls fellow pupils, Puplls did not usually. worry much about

the class informant; however, it sometimes heappened that a pupil

made an antl-Communist remark during g lésson and the teacher re-
ported the incident to the headmester begduse the teacher feared

that the incident might be reported by the class informant. The
headmaster usually reported the ‘case to. . the XKSC and to the District
Committee of the CSM., An inguiry took place and a report was written,

The excessive freedom given to members of the CSM 1ed to certain
eccentriclities In education.  From 1949 to 1951, acocording to
instructions from the Minilstry of Education, & public classification
on the basis of marks proposed by pupils themselves was put into
effect, Puplls were alsc to orgenize one lesson per week in each
required subjJeot, These experiments were halted in 1951 and the
‘authority of the teacher began to be stressed again, As might have
been expected, such an unusual procedure caused a oonsiderable
decline in disoipline.

Every pupil had to sign up for extraourricular aotivity with the
olass committee of the S8S-CSM, This activity included oultural
and/or working brigader and training for instruction in ploneer
units, The main school committee of the $S-CSM always determined
the compulsory brigade minimum. This extraocurricular activity
often ilnterfered with the work of the pupils and affected their
study disolpline and school progress, Pupils often exoused their:
lack of preparedness for lessons by the faot that they were pre-
ococupled with extracurricular activities, '

Brigades o

In splte of the faoct that the Minlatry of Education published
several edlots about neninterference with the organization of
lessons, every school had a working minimum for each school year.,
Brigades took the place of lessons; thus, the matter of instruction
was neglected. In addition to the working minimum, the school had
to make puplls available for urgent.farm work which ocoourred during
the school yeer, Also, all pupils and teachers had to take part in
compulsory Sunday "voluntary' national shifts. These were agri-
cultural brigades in which all citlzens of Czechoslovakia were
geguiged‘to participate, although many citizens neglected these
rigades,
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The entire school took part in one-day brigades in the surrounding
areas or individual classes went to areas such as the Moravian
border land for several days.  During one-day brigades puplls were
supervised by the whole teachlng staff and. teachers worked together
with the pupils. They worked on Unified Agricultural Cooperatives
(J2ZD) or on state farms. Transportation of the puplls from §chool.a
to the place of work was arranged by the Czechoslovak Automobile :
) 0 CsaD National Enterprise .
F%énﬁ7rﬁé a tLgctor and brafier from the JZD or State Agricultural
Machinery Pool (S3S - Statni strojnl stanlce) transported the
puplls. Food served to pupils at the JZD and sSS was poor, The
school brigades were usually pald for thelr work; however, sugar
beet brigades received sugar instead of money. Wages were Very
low. One pupll worklng elght hours recelved 10 crowns,‘old
currency., i.e., two Crowns ,new currency,. Wages for schools

were usually miscalculated; they were not based on the actual
number of hours worked, and sums aubtracted for food were incorrect.
The promised sugar for sugar beet prigades was not delivereq to

the schools.

Brigades for periods longer than one day were worked by individual
classes under the leadership of a master, usually thelr class
master. These brigades lasted one week or ten days and usually
took place'in September.for work with potatoes and hops or in

June for making hay. There were also forest brigades in May for
planting seedlings. Puplls were lodged in old vacant cottages

and slept &n wopden beds or on straw on the floor. Boys and girls
were usually lodged separately. Food of poor quality and in

insufficient amounts was served to the pupils,

Every student who was 15 9r more years of age had to work for one
month on compulsory brigades during the holidays, Until 1950,
students were allowed to find holiday work themselves on farms,

in construction work, in factorles, or in offices., After 1950,
students had to go with their school brigade to an appointed work-
ing place. Farming procedures at Unified Agricultural Cooperatives
and stete farms went from bad to worse., Flelds were poorly
cultivated, full of weeds, and orops were not harvested at the
proper time., It often happened that unthreshed grain lay in
stacks in the flelds until late autumn, Students would be called
in to help with the threshing in September but by thls time the
grain had been spoiled by the rains.

In addition to the compulsory brigades, some puplls earned money
by brigede afternoon work in factories during the school yeer.

Collection Programs

A collection program for waste materials and ocurative herbs took
place during each school year. Each pupil hed to dellver two
kilograms of old paper and one kilogram of bones during the school
year. They could also deliver sorap metals. Puplls delivered
this waste directly to the local collecting stations and had to
bring & recelpt for thelr delivery to the school, On a day set
aside by the Local National Committee (MNV - Mistni narodni vybor)
as "collection day" all citizens of a town had to collect thelr
waste material and put 1t in front of their houses. Puplls, under
the direction of a teacher, rode around in a truck, ploked up the
waste materiel,,and delivered it to a prearranged locatlon for
storage. Thls work was compulsory, but the puplls were not paild
for 1£., In addition, each pupil had to deliver two kilograms of
dried curetive herbs during the school year, L1.e., one killogram of
nettle leaves or hawthorn flowers and leaves in June and one kilo-
gram of horse chestnuts or lime blossome in September. Puplls
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brought the curative herbs to school where one member of the teach~
ing staff was in charge of the ccllectlon. The teacher ;n charge
sent all curative herbs to the Krajska vykupna, narodnil Podnik,
"Lecive rostliny" (Regional Redemption Station, National Enterprise
"Curative Herbs"). The recelving center paild the school for the
herbs delivered according to a predetermined price list. The
teacher in charge divided the sum of money received and gave 1t

to the class treasurers of the participating classes. It was used
for class expenses. If a particular pupll did not collect the
required amount of herbs, he did not receive his school report ay
the end of the year. He might recelve 1t at the beginnling of the
next school year 1f he supplied the necessary herbs.

Skl Training Trips

22, The Ministry of Education allowed schools of the third grade (see
paragraph 2¢) to take skl trips at reduced rates, Schools of the
third grade requested permlssion to organize these trips from the
KNV (Reglonal National Committee). Only one class could take part,
i1,e,, the 10th or 1lth class and T5 per ocent of the puplls in a
class had to participate, The trips lasted for 10 days and were
gcheduled from January through March., Puplls who dld not have
thelr own skis were given skis for this purpose by the KNV, The
fee inocluded traveling expenses, food and lodging, and was
determined for each pupll acocording to the financial status of the
parents and the number of chlildren in the famlly. Such a trip cost
the poorer students from 30 to 50 crowns and wealthy puplls up to
160 crowns (new currency). There was a teacher in charge of every
20 pupils. ,The gymnastlos teacher was usually in charge of such a
trip. All éeachers who acted as leaders had to undergc a compul-
sory skl training program which was directed by the KNV.

School Excursions

23+ School excursions took place at the end of each school year, during
May and June, Schools of the first grade took one-day excursions;
schools of the second grade took two-day excursions; and schools
of the third grade took three-day excursions. Schools ¢f the third
grade ocould prolong the excursion time with the permission of the
KNV, Special schools such as farmers' schools (rolnicke) snd
industrial schools (prumyslovka) went for exoursions lasting one
week or longer, Each class worked out its own independent :
excursion plans and was supervised by the olass teacher who was
ometimes assisted by enother member of the teaching staff, In
lanning exoursions, assistance was received from Turista, n.p.,
(Tourist, National Enterprise), which arranged food, lodging, and
reduced fare for reserved seats in trains, buses, or steamers,
There wag a 50 per cent reduction on rallway and steamer fares for
puplls under 10 years of age and 25 per cent for older pupils.
The teacher in charge gave Turista, n.p., the names of pupils and
teachers participating; the list was certified by the headmaster
and Turists, n.p., arrenged the price reductions. When proouring
lodging, the teacher in charge had to submit a list of all partici-
pants with thelr dates of birth and 1dentity card numbers to the
manager of the lodging house, This 1list also had to be certified
by the school headmaster, Sometimes the puplls visited national
ﬁnterprises"on these excursions if the production was not consldered
classified”, The teacher in charge had to ask the permission of
the enterprise at least one month prior to the intended visit. The
request for permission had to include a list of puplls in the group.
When @ enterprise was. vilslted; 8 1ist similar to that required for
lodglng had to be submltted to officlals of the enterprise.

24. In April 1954, the Minlstry of Education introduced compulsory
hiking for the ninth classes of all schools. The Ministry worked
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out a route for each class which lasted three days. Pupils went to

the starting point by train and then walked for the prescribed time.

The Ministry arranged lodging for these puplls in special houses,

€.8.;, in school gymnasiums' or tent camps. The Ministry also ,
arranged for the use of special places for meals., The Ministry '
determined the dates for the hikes and arranged the program so that ,
clésses from different schools followed each other; ~thus -the

lodging and eating places could be in continuous use. Indlvidual ,
classes from the same school followed different routes. This . o
hiking was very lnexpensive. Fare, food,and lodging for three days .
cost one pupil about 60 crowns (new currency) which was a very low

price in comparison with a noermal school excursion. _SRPS ~ '

Sdruzenl rodicu a pratel skoly (Parents and School Fiiends

Assoclation) paid the expenses of the poorest puplls of each class. L

Military Exercises

25. Milltary exercises took place at schools of the Pilrst through third
grades (see paragraph 2) and were conducted twice during one year.
They lasted one-half day. Each class was divided Into squads of ten
members. Indlvidual squads were led by a pupll squad leader and
the whole class was led by a teacher. Before starting the exeroises,
the pupils gathered in the school courtyard during the morning and
the classes formed squads., The main' leader of the exeroise {the
gymnastics teacher) reported to the headmaster when this was .
completed and he then gave the command for starting the exercise.
The military exerclse took place on the scheduled day regardless of
the weather. About 14 days before the exercise took place, the
gymnastics teacher worked out a plan with the help of the army.
The entire plan wes then discussed at a meéting of the teaching
staff and pupils were given instructions concerning the plan in
thelr lessons in military education, There was a speclal route for
each olass which was marked-on & map,  These maps were classified .
"secret" and were given to the teachers who.led the individusl
classes before starting on the exercise, The teéochers gave the
maps to6 the pupil-leaders of individual squads and these leaders were
to return them to the gymnastics teacher immediately after the
exerclse was oompleted. The maps were then locked in the safe in
the office of the headmaster:. Each squad wae also glven a
compass, Coritacts between individual squads and the mein leader of
the exercise were made by pupll scouts or messengers who were
previously designated., They rode a bloyole or motoreycle.
Puplls were to orient themeselves with the ald of a map and compass,
Since about 1951 these military exercises were carried on with army
asslstance, One or two soldliers and one officer were asslgned to
each class, The soldiers carried submachine guns and fired blank
cartridges. Each clase had a plan of battle, They had to effect
an attack, outflanking of s distriot, retreat, and praotice
procedures to be followed in the event of an airp raid, Individual
classes or squads "fought" against each other while the soldiers
flred thelr weapons to make the exercises appear reallstio. There
was a predetermined meeting place where all classes were %o meet
after completing thelr scheduled maneuvers, Here, the officer in
charge collected reports concerning the behavior of individual
classes which were made by the soldiers appointed to work with the .
classes. He evaluated the entire exercise on the basls of these
reports., The evaluation was usually negative and stressed the laok
of discipline and non-military behavior of the pupils. Some of
the soldiers changed thelr evaluation to favor the pupils, other-
wise, the evaluations would have been even worse, After the
offlcer who accompanied the main leader during the entire exercilse
had evaluated the results, the main leader made an evaluation and
finally the chelrman of SS-CSM made one. The two latter evalua=-
tlons were very similar to that of the offlcer. The puplls left
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the meeting place, three abreast, one class after another, and
returned to the school courtyard where the exerclse was officlally
concluded and the report of the main leader was glven to the school
headmaster. This was the procedure for the summer exercise.

During a winter military exercise, ski, sledge, and foot squads were
formed. Orientation in the terraln was not practiced and there was
no military assistance. Only skl squads performed outflanking and
capture.

Sometimes bilcycle squads were formed during the summer military
exercises. The bicycle squad rode along a route of approximately
30 km. but performed no milltary meneuvers.

During both summer and winter exerclses squads were composed of both
boys and girls and were compulsory for all puplls except those who
were excused from gymnastics on the basls of a medlcal certificate,
These puplls worked in libraries, etc., during the exerclse.

Military Education

Military sducatlion was introduced in all schools of the third grade
(see paragraph 2) in 1950. The aim was to asquaint pupils with
military weapons and tactics, Courses ln mllltary educatlion were
glven in connection with gymnastics end were led by the gymnastlos
teacher who had to undergo specilal tralning for thls purpose,.
Military education took place in the afterncons, one two=hour lesson
every two weéeksy 'IY was & o .boys end.glrls, As was
the case with gymnasgtiocs ﬁaggrate-military‘

education classes for boys &n

The teschers had various means of instruobion at thelr disposal:
military air guns (five cartridge); alr guns (single cartridae),
calibre, 4% mm.; blank hand grengdes) 1 1d telephones; targets to
study, and supplies of emmunition, Thecretical military education
took place in the classroom; practical training took place in the
school courtyard or in the gymnasium., In the lessons in theory the
gymnastics teacher lectured on ballistios, importance of individual
weapons, along with Communist ideology and admiration for the
Soviet Army. 1In practical training lessons puplls learned to shoot -
air guns and throw hand grenades into outlined circles., Milltary
air guns were kept under lock and key in the offlce of the head~
master,

Badge Won in Youth Sport Contests

PPOV - Pripraven k praci a obrave viasti - "Prepared to work and
defend the country". This was a badge which pupils recelved after
fulfilling certain tasks, This badge was formerly ocalled T0Z =
Tyrsuv odznak zdatnotstl - Physical Fitness Badge. The tasks
required were predominately gymnastic in charaoter; additlonal
tasks included military treining, hyglehtc and politlocal examina~-
tions, and fulfllling 20 hours of bhrigade work. Gymnastlic tasks
included; 1light athletics such as high Jump, broad Jump, short
distance running, swimming, diving from verlous heights, drilling, |
hand~-over-hand climbing with end wilthout the use ol the legs.
These were compulsory tasks. In additlon, work on gymnastlc
apparatus, running long distances, glider=pilot examinatlon, etec.
were also lncluded.  Military training inocluded throwing grenades,
shooting, marching 10 km. with pack, riding a bloycle, and eross-
country skiing. Training was determined according to age. The
badge could be obtained by both boys end girls after fulfllling
different requirements., The PPOV tasks were fulfllled in gymnab-
tic and military education classes, after which they were entered
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in a special PPOV record book,., These reglsters were certified by
teachers of gymnastlcs.

Sokolovsky zavod (Sekolovo competition)

32, The so-called "Sokolovo competition” was also conducted through the
military education classes. This competition was named in memory
of Czechoslovak units participating in the battle of Sokolove during
World War II. It was a skling competition whlch consisted of cross-
country running and included military elements such as shqobing,
throwlng grenades, crawling, and transportation of an:kﬂured person.
The route was determlned so that running, climblng, and descent were
included as well as surmounting obstacles such as streams, hedges,
etc. The length of the route was determined acecording to the age
of participants whol. could be from 6 to 15 years of age. Both boys
and girls took part in the competition, Actually, the competition

consisted of three-member patrols. Each patrol had a commander who
reported for the team. Reports were submitted to those in charge
strictly evaluated. Not only individual performance was evaluated
but also the efficlency of the entire patrol. Patrol members were
had to fulfill the specific tasks independently. The patrol recelv-
ing the highest number of points was the winner. The patrel with
of the individual tesks and reports were also included, Individusal
patrols were elther all girls or.all boys, There were no mlxed
patrols. Each paft:cipant;@amriQQGa}load'or‘abqutlrive kilograms
tation of an 1naurad'per50n ,- toher was apranged on skis. A

‘ ! of ghe "ir nrpd”ugeracn‘was fashioned
with the aid of ski poles &nd sbarfs, ~Until:l

W23 , 3 1t was compul-

sory for all those who took patt in. the 10=day school skl tralning.
Sokolovo competition whioh was included in & special course for
teachers.,:

33, In October 1952, an evaluation for individual sections of SVAZARM
was put into effect at schools of the third grade, The evaluations
for individual seotlons was finished, pupils became members of
SVAZARM and were trained by SVAZARM teachers, Evaluations were
flying, canine section, plgeon seatlon, paretroop sectlon, and
redlo-telegraph sectlon.,

34, The Czechoslovak Red Cross hed organizations at schools of the flrss
through third grades. Both boys and girle of the last class of the
course at which lectures were given by teachers of blology, Red
Cross instructors, and physicians. The pupils also visited hospltals,
zdravotnicke &brane vlastl (Prepared to defend the health of the
country) badge snd a diploma. They recelved a CsCK uniform -- a
winter ocoat with a red cross on the left sleeve, and, for women, a
white cap with a red cross on lt. They organlzed health patrols

of the competition, were formulated in a militery fashion, and were
allowed to.ald each other when passing through difficult areas but
the best time was not necessarily the winner gince the evaluations
in his kﬂapeapk_éﬂdlaﬁ'air(pif.g‘avenﬁh13“sh¢uld§r, For transpor-
gplint for the "broken leg" rgon wa

| . 1953, pupil particl~
D e n" tale compebition was Voluntapyj sfter 19
Teachers leading the 10-day school trips also had to take part in a
SVAZARM §Svaz pro spolupracl s armadoy = Union for Cooperation with
the Army
were made by gymnastlo teachers in the sghools, When the evaluation
given in the following categories! powered airoraft flying, glider
CsCK (Ceskolovensky cerveny Kriz = Czechoslovak Red Cross)
second grade schools and third grade schools attended a hyglene
After taking en examination, pupils recelved & PZOV -~ Pripraven Kk
white summer coat with & red oross on the left sleeve, a light blue
during public celebratlons and administered first ald when necessary.
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CO - Civilni obrana (Civil Defense)

In September 1953, compulsory membership in the CO was ‘ordered for
all pupils over the age of 16 years. CO lnstructors were appointed
by the MNV - Mistnil naredni byvor (Local National Committee). For
the most part, they were professional instructors who recelved

wages for thelr lectures. They lectured to the puplls two after-
noons per week at the schools. The lecturers were usually people
with a poor education. The lectures were disorganized and poorly
presented, and the pupils dlsliked attending them, They were .
supposed to prepare the puplls for civil defense of a town in the
event of an alr raid. Also in September 1953, 1t was ordered that
student squads of CO be formed at all schools of the third grade.
The followlng squads were organlzed: flre-prevention squads, squads
for maintalning order, shelter squads, health squads, and patrol
squads. These squads had from six to eight members and were led by
teachers. Each squad had pupil leaders who determined the meeting
places, Each teacher appointed the pupll members of his squad,
prepared name lists, and gave the lists to the school headmaster.
These llsts were classified and puplls were not allowed to speak pub-
licly about thelr membership in these squada, Meetings could not be
announced publicly,

CO instruction was compulsory for all members of the teaching staff.
In fact, all cltizens over 16 years of age had to attend CO training.
In tenement houses, those dwelling in one house formed cvne troop
under the direction of an appolnted leader, In resldential dlstricts,
inhabitents of one street formed one troop., Employed citizens
attended CO schoollng at théir places of work; housewives and
penslonens attended schooling at MNV headquarters,

CO squads were formed in faotories. in a manner similar to the wey
they were formed at schools, Factory squad menbers were sent to
reglonal CO centers for only a month of trdining., PFire-prevention
squads attended one month of fire training during whioh they learned
to drive various fire trucks and received & driver's license. This
license could be obtained by a 16-year-0ld member and was valid for
all motor cars, inocluding 3% ton trucks. This was true in spite of
the fact that regulations governing the issuance of driver's
llcenses stated that only oitizens over the age of 19 who had had

at least nine months of employment as professional drivers of motor
vehicles up to 3% tons were eligible to receive such a licenss.

Thils schooling wes free; those attending were housed in the building
oftthg regional CO center; regular working wages were received during
attendance,

Alarms

Alarm drlills took place twice & year at schools of all grades.

Pupils were instructed, by means of the school broadcasting system,
that the alarm signal would be given during a particular lesson.

At the designated hour the alarm signal was given by the school

bell -=- three long interrupted rings., Pupils of individual oclasses
had to go to the school building shelter qQuleokly and in an orderly
manner. The classes were led by thelr teachers, During the 1953~
1954 sehool year two slarms were scheduled, according to instructions
from the regional CO center, but they never touvk place.

FO - Fuolkuv odznak (Fueik's Badge)

During 1949 SS-CSM (School Group of the Czechoslovak Youth Organi-
zation) in all schools of the third grade established FO groups.
These groups were led by pupll members of the CSM who had attended
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special tréiniﬁ%lfe?athis purpose. - "Mlada Fronta" issued spéclal

books with peli

cal %hemes for the use of the group leaders., These

groups net“during the afterncon; political reports which weére
prepared by members were read and bobks designated as compulsory
reading were discussed. Compulsory reading consisted of: Proti
vsem by Jirasék, Anna Eroletgt&g by Ivan Olbracht, Reportaz psana
na_opratce by Jullus Fuelk, Sirena by Marie MaJjerova, Rytir zlate
hvezdy by Babayevskiy, Lide na krizovatce by Marie Pujmanova,

Hra s ohem by Marie PuJmanova, Mlada garda by Fadeyev, Pribeh

opravdoyeho cloveka by Polevoy. In addition to these books the
followlhg political literature was compulsory: Gottwald to Youth,

8 wrltings, and attendance at two

Lenln to ./the Youth, Gottwald' :

Soviet fiims. TFor this purpose "Mlada fronta" printed new issues
of this literature, They were very cheap paper-bound books printed
on newsprint. The pupils were given examinations by 8 committee
congleting of the school's OSM membars and a representative of
OV-CSM - Okresni wybor (Diftrict Committee of CSM), Pupile received
diplomas and badges at a general school CSM meeting.

Tgachers' Conferences

a,

In Septenbe
‘8l8ted of a . eurvey of
the last donfevencey -
‘report, but they were &

'Coﬁrerenoésiwere held each week in the afternoon from 1400 %o 1800
hours. They consisted of:

Pedagogical conferences. These were held twice a menth on
Wednesdays, Pedagogioal problems were discussed at these
conferencges, g,gg;"popr,teaahihgapraebieas and lack of
disciplineg among pupils medles . ‘were discussed, .
9F - politlical report be
18 report con=
ceurred since

given at the beginnin

: # in presenting this
‘dolally appointed by the hesd«
master bécause no one wanted i wit?valuntari;yy In September
1953, one«half to one heur peglal reports were also introduced
into the donfersences. These reports were given by individual
teachers and concerned thkeir particular field of education.

Tas

Operational conferences. These conferences met twice a month
on Wednesdays, alternating with the pedagogical conferences.
The school headmaster vead proclamations of the Ministry of
Eqpeation and the Bulletin of the Ministry of Education at
these conferences, The proclamations concerned textbooks,
removing "shocking” books. from libraples, and state celebra- -
tions, Instructions were aiso given regarding when and in
what lessons political events and personalities were to be

‘mentioned, The so-called "working plan®” was compiled from

these political instructions; a copy was hung in the staff room
and the school headmaster appeinted individual members of the
teaching staff to fulfill the various points. '

Trade Union Conferences of the ROH (Revolutionary Trade Union
Movement). These took place twice a month and were usually
held in connection with»the pedagogleal conferences.

Classification conferences. ‘These were held four times during
a8 school year -« in the middle of November, at the end of
January, in the middle of April and at the end of June. Thelir
purpese was the classifleation of puplls as to their standing
in the class, etac. :

Attendance at these conferences was compulsory for all members of
the teaching staff. 1In September 1953, the Ministry 6f Education
introduced the use of secretaries at Eleven~Year Middle Schools;

i
i
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these secretaries also took part in all conferences and kept minutes.
Before 1953, 1ndividual teachers were responsible for keeping the

minutes of all meetings. A copy of the minutes was sent to the

fourth school department of the KNV; a second copy of the minutes .
was kept in the office of the school headmaster,

Teachers' Salaries

All teachers were pald as state employees. Teachers' pay gheets

were computed by the counting house of the KNV. Since 1953, . ,
teachers have received thelr salarles from the secretary; before - '
that time they recelved salaries from the school Janitor who was
alzo a state employee. The basglc pay scale for feachers of the -
third grade was IV/1l. This was about 1,000 crouwns, new currency,
from which deductions were made.

After easch five years of employment, a teacher was promoted into a
hlgher salary scale, This means that & teacher recelved a pay
lnoreese of 100 orowns, new ourrency. The highest salary was
olassified IV/A ., The arabic number increased with each promotion,
l.e., IV/1, IV/2 .., IV/6, When due for promotion,teachers were
called to she fourth school department of the ONV - Okresni
narodni vybor (Distriot.National Committee), ?here, they were
subjeoted to a sc-called "promotion discussion" which was also
attended by a distriot school inspector, a school department
reporter, and the ROH chairman of the particular school, The
teacher wak asked questions such asi Ow he realizéd the ideclogiocal
aim in his lesscns; what he had read from soclalistic pedagogiocal
writings and how he applied these prinoiples in his lessons; what
he had read from politicel literaturs, eto, The disoussion
oommittee of the fourth sochool department of the ONV announoced

the vesults of this disoussion to the fourth school department of
the KNV whioch arranged for the promotions: Within one month the
teacher received notice from the KNV regarding his promotion,

edagomige ard _eand Remuneratione

In 1949, pedagogical awards for teachers were introduced, They
Were awarded not only for extraordinary pedagogiosl and educa~
tlonal ecocomplishments but also, in faot principelly, for extra-
gurriocular activities, Work most commonly recognized included the
leading of brigades, colleotion, and lectures given in the rural
areas regarding the merits of Unified Agriocultural Cooperatives
(52D), ete, Proposals for pedagogiocal rewards were made by the
8chool headmaster in the presence of the entire teaohing stafl,
Pedagoglcal awards were made reluobantlg end were ususlly not '
gig:n © really good teachers who fulfilled their teaching duties
well,

The compulsory teaching minimum for teachers of the third grade was
2l hours per week, Formerly eny lessons given in addition to this
specified "duty" were paid in overtime) but, recently, payment of
overtime was discontinued., A headmaster of & third grade school
had a minimum teaching "duty' of seven hours per week.

Teaching Aid Groups

Teaching ald groups were introduced in February 1948, They were
established for those puplils who were partioularly weak in certain
required subjects, These groups met in the afternoons once or
twlce a week, depending on the need. Here, instrustion material
was repeated and re-explained, Teaching ald groups were directed
by teachers or by puplls who excelled in the particular subject,
These groups were also introduced at universlties and techniocal
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universitlies and were led by professors’ assistants, Most frequently
these groups gave help in mathematics and forelgn languages.

Interest Groups

47, Interest groups were also introduced in February 1948. These groups
were made up of students who wanted to broaden their knowledge of
a particular subject or study something that was not offered in the
school curriculum, The most common sub jects were: chemistry,
biology, photography, dramatics, dancing, singing, and gymnastics.
At larger schools subJects such as mechanics;, optlos, typewriting,
etc., were avallable. Attendance was controlled and evaluated in
semi-annual and ennual school reports. After February 1948, Russian
was introduced as one of the subjects. These groups were led by
teachers of Russlan, and Soviet literature was read.

Subjeets

48, School subjects were of two types -- compulsory and electlve. Com- ~
pulsory subJects of the ninth through eleventh classes of the :
eleven-year middle schools were as follows: Czech, mathematics,

Russian, physics, chemlstry, nistory, geography, blology, philoso-
phy, gymnastics, and another language. Puplls of the ninth class
could elect German, French, or English for language study. Germen
was taught at most schools; French was being taught less than
before; English was introduced at some schools but has been
discouraged by the regime during the last few years. Some schools
offered German in the ninth class, English in the tenth class, and
Frenoh in the eleventh class., In all cases students were required
to take physics or chemistry and history or geography. Regulations
regarding compulsory subjects were changed by the Ministry of
Education each year.

4g, Elective subJects of the ninth through eleventh classes included:
descriptive geometry, Latin, and & modern language. Latin and
geometry became electives 1n September 1952. Before that time these
subjects were compulsory. Puplls could choose a technlcal
curriculum in which descriptive geometry was compulsory and in
which they would take Latin as an elective, or a humanltles
curriculum in which Latin was compulsory, &nd take descriptlve
geometry as an elective., A pupll who intended to study medicine
was required to take a maturlty examination in Latin, Untll June
1953, knowledge of descriptive geometry was required when entering
g regular university. In June 1954, this requirement was
abolished because studles at the unlversltles were extended by two
or three semesters and Latin and descriptive geometry were offered
at the beginning of unilversity study.

50, In middle schonl, mathematics was the subject most stressed; slx
hours a week were devoted to the teaching of mathematlos. Pupils
attended from 30 to.34 hours of compulsory subjects per week. In
the mornirigs there were five or six 45-minute lessons., Only
elective subjects were taught in the afternoons, with the exceptlon
of military educatlion classes which were held twlce each month.

"Methods'" Associations

51, The Ministry of Educatien ordered 'metheds" associaticws Lo e inbrodoped
in September 1953, These assoclations were made up
of teachers in the same field, 1i.e., mathematlcs, Russian, Czech,
etc. Afternoon meetings were held once each week in the school
staff-rooms. The headmaster appointed leaders; they were always
the best and most experienced teachers In thelr particular fleld.

4 Teachers were to perfect and discuss methods and specialized knowl-

' edge in these associations. Minutes of the meetings were kept.

|
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Teachers of Russlan

50, Teachers of Russian were the most active in extra-curricular
activities. Every Russian teacher automatlcally became a member of
the dlstrict association of Russian teachers. Two hour work meet-
ings were held each week, These meetlngs were organizgd gimllar
to seminars. Most of the ftime was devoted to solving teachlng
problems of the first and second grade schouls., Teachers of the
third grade schools usually led the seminars, worked out speclal
lectures, and advised the teachers of the firet and second grade
gchools. '

National Courses in Rusglan

53, National courses in Russian{LKR - Lidove rursy rustiny (Peoples'
Courses in the Russian Lenguage) were introduced after February 1948,
They were designed for all citlzens, but chiefly for factory employ-
ees. Enrollment in LXR was "voluntary". Each factory had to
establish a specified quota of LKR groups. This quota had to be
fulfilled. Therefore, factory managements pressuved thelr
employees into attending LKR groups. All CP members had to attend
LKR groups as part of their Party duty, Attendance at these groups
was strongly dielliked; members often mlssed lesacns and only a
small number finished the entire course. A course oonsisted of 20
lessons -- one two-hour lesson each week during which one lecture
was to be completed., However, the course time was not limited; 1t
depended upon the intelligence of the particlpents. Fifteen was the
minimum number of members in a group. It was obligetory that there
be at least 60 per cent attendance at each lesson., When attendance
was less than 60 per cent for three conseocutive lessons, the group
was abolished. There were first, second, and third grades of LKR,
Speoial textbooks were issued for each grade. Teaching at an LKR
was ocompulsory for all Russian teschers. This work was an extra=
curricular activity and was performed in addltion to regular school
duties., Lessons took place in the afternoon:.and evenings, or
occaslionally, at six o'clock in the morning., LKR groups were also
established in military units and these were also taught by school
teachers. The LKR movement was managed by the Institute of Modern
Languages which was, in turn, sponsored by the URO - Ustredni rada
odborl (Central Trade Unions Council) whopald the LKR teachers.

The teachers were pald only 1f the entire course was completed.
Forms were provided by the Institute on which teachers had to record
attendance of members, subject matter, and percentage of attendance.
Upon completion of a course the teacher had to calculate the

overall percentage of attendance,which had to be at least 60 per
cent before the teacher could receive payment. These records had.
to be certified by the teacher, the facfcry LKR reporter, and by

the chairman of the Central Trade Unicns Council, The records were
forwarded to the Institute of Modern Languages and teachers were
paid on this basis., Actually, about 60 per cent cf these groups
‘were abollished because of poor attendance because the groups were
disliked by both members and teachers., When all LKR groups in a
district had finished the course (usually at the end of May or June) ,
a formal meeting of all LKR teachers and pupills was held on a Sunday
and the best LKR puplls were gilven book prlzes. Those to recelve
prizes were selected by the teachers with the approval of the pupils
in the particular group. No examinaticns were glven,

Extra-Curricular Activity for Teachers

54, At the end of each quarter, each teacher had to give a report of his

extracurricular activities. On the basls of these reports, pro-
posals for pedagoglcal awards were made. The Ministry of Educatilon
placed great emphasis on extra~urricular activities, which they

defined as the '"patriotic and professional duty of a teacher",
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lnspections
District school inspectors performed "oeccaslonal" inspections and
general inspections. Occasional Inspectlons were made four times .

during a school year and lasted only one day. General lnspections
were made twice during a school year and lasted from three to six
days. They were made by both district and reglional inspectors at
the same time. These inspections were supposed to control the
performance of both puplls and teachers. An inspector attended an
entire class lecture and then held an evaluation discussion with

the partlicular teacher together with the school headmaster. The
teacher was ohligated to present his written class preparatlon which
had to include a procedure outline, new instruction material, and the
ldeological aim. The latter was stressed most of all and had to be
included In each class preparation report. The written preparation
was also to Include the names of puplls who were to be guestioned
and the teacher 1mmediately recorded thelr marks. Thils was the
procedure followed in the "occasional" one-day inspections.

The procedure was simlilar during & general ingpection; however, when
the inspection was completed,the entire teaching steff was called
together and the inspectors gave a publlc evaluation of the teaching
staff as a whole and of Iindividual teachers. The inspectors them-
selves wrote & report of the general inspection.

Training of Teachers

The KNV called teachers for special tralning according to thelr
flelds of teaching. Training courses oould take place at any time
during the school year but they were usually hsld during holidays.
These courses usually lasted from 10 to 21 days. Language courses
usually required the most time, particularly the Russian and English
courses, These training courses were held at recreation centers
where housing and food were furnished. The schooling was compulsory
but free of charge. University professors served as lecturers.
Teachers of English and Russian in the third grade schools for all
of Czechoslovakia met at VoJjkov not far from Kostelec nad Cervenyml
Lesy (N 49-59, E 14-52). for English,and Velke Mezirici (N 4g-21,

E 16-01) for Russian, Tn spite of the fact that these tralning
courses were speclalized, political and ldeological aims were
stressed, especlally in the tralning in English at Vojkov. Accord-
ing to the lecturers, non-Communist puplls looked to English
teachers as defenders of Western ideology; therefore, teachers of
English had to be very consclentious and always stress soclalistic
ideology. During these courses teachers were given lists of authors
whose works were approved for use in teaching. Works of authors not
approved by the regime had to be eliminated from teaching material.

Political schooling wag held chiefly for CP members and cccaslonally
teachers who were not members of the Party alsc attended. Details
of this type of schooling were not known to source.

Skl training courses were compulsory for teacher leaders of school
ski training trips. After completion of these courses teachers
were eligible to lead skl trips for three years and then were
requlired to take another training course.

Members of the SS-CSM took training courses lasting several days
which were sponsored by the CSM. They were relieved of their
teaching responsliblliity during this time; and, when they finished
their training, they received a speclal stamp on thelr CSM cards.
Textbooks

The State Publishing House printed new textbooks nearly every year.
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This was due to the fact that textbooks contained much political
ideology and therefore had to be rewritten when the Party line or
government functionaries changed. Textbooks were filled with large
quantities of material which could not be covered during the period
of instruction. Teachers could only extract some of it for pupils
to copy in thelr notebooks. The textbooks were often so unintelli~
gible that even the teachers themselves could not understand them,
This was due to the fact that recent Czech textbooks were a literal
and poor translation of Soviet textbooks. When new books were
published, the use of old textbooks was no longer allowed., If an old
textbook was found among a pupll's belongings he recelved a poor mark
in conduct. Textbooks were usually published at the end of a school
year and sent only to the teachers who had been designated by the
Minilstry of Education to make criticisms and supplements during the
holidays. Actually, such crlticism was never taken into consldera-
tion., Pupils and other teachers received the new books after the
holidays. Schools ordered new textbooks directly from the State
Publishing House. Textbooks could be purchased at book shops.
Copy-books for all puplls were bought collectlvely by the school.
Pupils pald for their textbooks and copy-books at the school.

Russian language textbooks were written solely to express Soviet
propaganda and Soviet political events. The constitution og the
VLKSM - Vsé€soyuznyy Leninskiy Kommunisticheskly Soyuz Molodezhi
(A11-Union Lenin Communist Union of Youth) was also glven in detail.

Textbooks for the study of English included events from Czechoslovak
1ife which were poorly translated into English. For example, there
were avrticles about the JZD, etc. Puplls learned nothing at all
about English and American culture,

In textbooks used for the study of physics, chemlstry, mathematlcs,
gtc.,bthe inventors and dilscoverers of all laws were alleged to be
oviets. .,

Plan of Instructlon

At the beginning of each school year, a teacher had to prepare a plan
of instruction for each class he was to teach. The plan was made to
cover the entire year but was divided into monthly sections., The
plan was prepared according to the textbook used and according to
the school eurriculum provided by the Ministry of Education. A

work plan for each montn was posted 1ln each classroom,

Libraries

Usually there was a library for the use of teachers and a library

for pupils, Each library was managed by a teacher who was appointed
by the headmaster of the school. Each year the Ministry of Educatlon
published a list of books which were to be banned. Invariably among
these were the writings of Masaryk and Benes, The manager of the
library was supposed to send these books to the Ministry of Educatlon,

The library for pupils contained, for the most part books which were
on compulsory reading lists. Authors were predomlnately Czech but
recently much soclalistic and Marx-Lenin literature had been added.
Books were banned in the same manner as in the libraries for teachers.

Reference Cabinets

The following reference cablinets were usually found in the schools:
blology, geography, history, chemlstry, and physics. At eleven-year
middle schools they were upually outdated and in poor conditlon; at
special technlcal schools they were usually up-to-date and in good
condition,

CONFIDENTIAL



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100007-8

50X1

CONFIDENTIAL
-17-

School Decorations

69. A degcorations chairman, usually the art teacher, was appolinted at each
school by the headmaster. The appointee was responsible for the
decoration of corridors and windows. Decorations could be prepared
during drawing classes but were usually done as an extra curricular
actlvity., The outside of the bullding was decorated only during
state celebrations, A cultural reporter was elected from each class
and. he was responsible for classroom decorations. He appolnted two
puplls each week who were responsible for preparing decorations
concernlng polltical, cultural, or sports events for the walls of
the room. They were also responsible,for the classrcom bulletin
board on which clippings from newspapers and magazines were posted.
The main committee of the SS-CSM, in the presence of the decoration
chairmen and the class cultural reporter, evaluated the class
decorations once each quarter. The class with the best decorations
was awarded a speclal diploma. Decoration of school buildings and
classrooms was ordered by the Ministry of Education after 1948,
Decorations were also evaluated by inspectors during the general
school inapections,

Pupil Record Books

0. Pupll record books were introduced by the Ministry of Education in
February 1951 for use in schools of the first through third grades.
One page of these books served for the record of an individual pupil
for one week. A mark was recorded each time a pupil was asked a
questlon. - The pupil wrate the name of the subject and the question
he was asked; his teacher recorded the mark. When a week was com-
pleted, the book was certified with the signature of the pupil's
parents. At the bottom of eamch page was a place for comments where
elther the teacher or parents could write remarks., The first page
of the book was signed by the puplil, the class teacher, and the head-
master. The stamp of the school also appeared on this page. On the
second page there were 10 paragraphs giving instructions about
proper behavior for the pupll which were an extract from school
regulations. On the last page of the book was the pupll’'s
collection record, A pupil's absences were accounted for by hils
parents in the space reserved for comments at the bottom of each

page.

Change of Teschers' Titles

1, At the same %time as the introduction of eleven-year middle schools
September 1953), the official title of professor was changed to
"teacher of a third grade school®™, Since that time the compulsory
address "comrade teacher" has also been enforced. Previously, in
September 1951, 1t was ordered that the address 'comrade professor"
be used. Pupills of the tenth and eleventh classes stlll addressed
thelr non-Communist teachers as Mr. "professor" in spite of the
ordered title change.

"Day Regime"

2. The so-called "day regime" was introduced at eleven-year middle
schools in September 1953, According to this regime, puplls had to
come to school as early as OT45 hours. The headmaster appointed a
control teacher for each week who had the responsibility of check-
ing the corridors between 0730 and 0800 hours and recording late
arrival in the record books of the pupils involved. The peried of
time between OT45 and 0800 hours was devoted to the reading of a
survey of political events by students who were appointed by the
chalrman of the class committee.
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Celebrations

Celebrations were held at schools of all grades. Each school year
was begun with a celebratlon on the main square wlth all schools of a
town particlpating, In addition, there were compulsory celebrations
guch as the Great October Soclalistic Revolution and lst May. On

the eve of these celebratlons,Chinese lantern parades were held and
these were compulsory for all pupils. In addition, socilalistlc
celebrations took place to commemorate the birthdays of Lenin,
Stallin, Gottwald and to commemorate contracts with the USSR, These
celebrations took place in the sthool bullding durlng lessons and
were broadcast by the school radic.

SRPS ~ Sdruzeni rodicu a prdtel skoly (Parents and School Friends
Assoclation)

This assoclation was established primarily for the parents of pupils.
The chairman and executive committee of this assoclation were elected
from among the parents. A meeting of members of the SRPS was held
once a month; parents of children attending a particular school
automatically became members of the SRPS of that school. There were
no membérship- fees and parents were lnvited to each meeting by the
school headmaster., Attendance was compulsory for all members of

the teaching staff. Pupills were not allowed to attend these meet-
ings. Each meeting was begun with an explanation of the cultural
program of the pupils and the parents were told about the success

and work of the puplls as a whole, SRPS, with the assistance of the
headmaster, planned ski trips; excursions; and programs [besidky) for
puplls of the first and second grades and.cultural evenings for pupils
6f the third grade, Profits realizeéd from cultural programs were

UgEd to partially finance the gchool eéxcursions and ski trips and to

aid poor puplls, ~SRPS committees were elected to serve for.aiperted of
one year. P TP SOTITYIReR e ehRe e

Student "Academies"
Communists considered the term ”academy” a bourgeols remnant and
substituted soclalistic names such as "cultural evenings" for 1t,
These programs were arranged by puplis of the third grade, They
consisted of a short play and singing, orchestral, dancing and
gymnastics numbers, After a two-hour program, a dance was held.
Girl pupils, with the help of the SRPS, prepared cookles and
sandwlches and sold them at a buffet. The program was censored by
gge gchool headmaster; 1t had to be well saturated with Communist
eology.

Workers' Courses

Courses for workers could be established at eleven-year middle
schools. The mchool made a factory survey of those wishing to par-
ticipate and a course was establlished if a minimum of 20 members
expressed an Interest, Attendance could not fall below 75 per cent,
A course could last one or two years, depending on the wishes of

the puplls and the teacher. During this time a condensed course of
instruction given in four classes of the previous high school
(gymnasium) wasg presented,. The lecturers were teachers of third
grade schools. The subjects offered were the same as those offered
in the high mchools. lLessons were given daily, including Saturdays,
from 1430 to 1730 or 1830 hours. When the course was completed,

the pupils were given a normal maturlity examination and the oppor-
tunity to enter a university or technical university upon successful
completion of the examination.
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ADK Students =~ Absolventi delnickych kursu (Graduates of Workers!
Courses)

Special courses for workers were established after February 1948,
They were designed for factory workers who "did not have an oppor-
tunity to study under the previous regime", Those participating in
thls program were called ADK. The courses lasted for 10 months and
students were given room and board ab recreation centers. The
entlre day was spent studying; teachers had to be avallable at all
times to discuss problems with puplils., The lecturers were teachers
from third grade schools who also received room and board at the
recreation centers. There were two types of courses; one designed
for those planning to enter technical universities, and one for
those planning to attend regular universities. Those who completed
these courses were given maturlity examinations and had the right to
enter universities or technical universlities., All who completed ADK
were also automatically members of the CP and were given the function
of "political constables" at universities. Usually their technical
knowledge was very poor and they were not liked by the regular
students. University students recelving excellent grades were
forced by the university CSM to give supplementary teaching ald to
ADK students. The ADK students recelved their normal wages during
the 10-month-course and received the highest scholarship grant

(390 crowns, new currency) when attending universities. Their room
and board at the universities was pald by the factories., They were
lodged in the best university dormitories and ate at the student
restaurants,

Maturity Examinations

Maturity examinations were given upon completion of studies at schools
of the third fnade@-.At eleven<year middle schools pupils took
maturlty examinations in th lowing subJects: Czech, mathematics, .
Russian, ‘and one¢-éleotive == phys o8;" chemistry, blology, history,

or geography, . Pupils were glven these examinations by the teachers
of the partioularusubdect;.,InﬁIQEh;,for{the'first=time, pupils

could choose whether they would take these examinations according

to the 0ld method or the new method. According to the old method,
one pupll finished his maturlity examination in sll subJjects during
one-half day. In June 1952, the Ministry of Education introduced a
new plan for taking maturity examinations which was compulsory until
August 1953, All puplls took the maturity examinations together,

one subject each day, Pupils took these examinations in the presence
of a maturity examination committee which was headed by & chalrman
who was a school inspeotor, & school headmaster, or a teacher from
another school of the third grade, In addition, the committee con-
sisted of the headmaster of the school attended by the pupil taking
the examination, the class teacher, the examiners and their special
witnesses who kept minutes of the questions glven, a national
representative appointed by the ONV, and a representative of OV -
District Committee of the CSM. Since June 1954, the national
representative and the OV-CSM reépresentative have not been allowed

to participate in the examination or aid in the classification of

the pupilQOThey were allowed to do this from June 1950 until

August 19535 and during this period these two representatives had

the authoritative word, .

Before tthe final maturlty examination, the cheirman was glven the
following documents goncerning the pupil: cadre decisions of the
teaching staff, the S8-~CSM, and the MNV from the place of the
pupll's residence; results of written maturity examinations in Czech
and Rusgsilan; all annual and seml-annual school reports for the past
two years; and a preliminary university application, The chalrman
inspected these documents during the examinatlion of the particular
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pupil, After maturity examinatlions, the school sent all these
documents to the university or technical university concerned., They
also added a notarized copy of the maturlty committee's report.

In June 1951, the Ministry of Education ordered that all puplls wear
CSM shirts during their maturity examinations.

University applications of non-Communist pupils were not certifled
by thelr school and they were recommended toc work one year 1In a
factory.-ln order to prove thelr positive attitude to the democratic
republic; after a year of manual labor they could be recommended by
their factory for university study. This policy was in effect until
June 1953, Since August 1953, however, all pupils were recommended
for unlversity study and all were called to the universities for
Interviews; Admission committees at universitles and technlcal
universltles asked special, technical, and political questions; how-
ever, the real basis of admission was still the cadre report. Non-
Communists who answered both political and special questions well
were usually told that they could not be admitted because of insuffi-
cient gpecial knowledge. Communists were always admitted unless
they were complete imbeciles., Even then, they were given the oppor-
tunity to apply to another university or technical university in the
same year. Actually, about 90 per cent of the Communist students
were Communlists on paper only. They did not really belleve in
Communism but pretended that they did in order to be admitted to the
universlties or technical universities.

True Communists recelving excellent cadre evaluations could study in
the USSR or Communist China, These students could return to Czecho-
slovakla for summer vacations and during this time they gave lectures
about their studies in the USSH.: The knowledge they acquired, in
comparison to that of Czechoslovak students, was very poor, particu-
larly in medicine., According to returning students, slander
campaigns directed against all Peopled® Democracles existed in the
USSR, Shortages of consumer goods in the USSR were explained by )
stating that the USSR was being "milked" of produce by the Peoples'
Democracles. Posters were dlsplayed on which the Peoples’
Democracles were deplcted as rats eating thelr way into the USSR,
Such a poster was sald to have been displayed at the University of
Leningrad where many Czech students studied.

Cadre Reports

Cadre reports were introduced after February 1948, They applied to
all citizens of Czechoslovakia, When a pupll was enrolled in the
first class of a national school, an index card was prepared for
him. A scheool cadre report was prepared according to this card

when the pupll left the eighth class or eleventh class of the
school, or after finishing unlversity or technlcal unilversity

study. These cadre reports were a part of the individual's record
for life -« during schooling, when entering employment, or when
changing employment. No one could be employed without a cadre report.
The cadre report was secret; it was never shown to the individual
concerned, When the individual entered employment or changed
schools, he had to f111 out a questionnaire glving all schools he
had attended and all past places of employment., The employer or
school then requested a cadre report and cadre material from the
last school or last place of employment listed. The main purpose of
the cadre report was to give information regarding the political
attltude of the applicant. A negative cadre report meant the person
was usually assigned to hard manual labor,

At schools the index cards were handled by class teachers and main

committess of the 88-CSM; in factorles this was done by cadre
reporters. A school index card gave the following information:
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name, date and place of birth, place and date of birth of parents,
employment of parents, amount of parents' income and thelr filnancilal
status, political attitude of parents, membership in mass organiza-
tions before and after 1948, and their attltude toward the regime.,
The following information concerned only the pupll: membership in
CSM (date of membership and card number), activitles in CSM, and
membership in other mass organizations. FPuplls over 18 years of

" age had to give membership and activitles in the CP and ROH, A

[S1%
»

report was also made of all poor grades (L4's and 5's) which were
obtained from school reports. Information was also given concerning

4% fields of interest, whether the pupll had recelved any hadges,

brigade work completed, and pollitical conscilousness. Similar index
cards were kept by the main committee of SS-CSM who, 1n addition to
the above-mentioned information, recorded any anti-regime remark made
by individual pupills.

A cadre report was actually a summary of the Information on the index
card; it was prepared by the class teacher in agreement with all
members of the teaching staff., The tone of the cadre reports from
the teaching staff depended largely on the political attlitude of

the c¢lass teacher.

The cadre reports of the SS5-CSM were formulated by two members of
the main committee of the SS-CSM and signed by the chalrman of the
S88-C8M.. University and technical universlty appllcants were alseo
given cadre evaluations by the OV<CSM and by the MNV at the pupil's
permanent place of residence, The OV-CSM formulated a cadre report
on the bagis of the SS-CSM cadre report. DMNNV sent & member of the
National Security forces to the residerice of the pupil to get infor-
mation concerning him from people.in the neighborhocd. In small
districtse, the MNV ohailrman prepanred the cadre report since he knew

gll the people in his district. -
Classificatlion ' ' '

Since September 1950 a school report with honors has been given to
& pupll having marks of 1 or 2; the number of 2's recelved could
not exceed the number of 1l's. A maturlty report with honors was
given only to a pupll who recelved a grade of 1 or 2 on hls written
maturity examinations. Since September 1950, the grade for conduct
has included political consciousness of puplls as well as thelr
behavior.

Religion

Lessons in religlon at schools of the first and second grade were
voluntary. Parents had to state whether or not they wished thelr
children to attend classes in religion. There was a tendency to
suppress lessons in rellglon at schools of the first and second
grades, In 1952, lessons in religion at schools of the third grade
were abollished.

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500100007-8



